Those Present: 


8 Hall Road, Aveley, Essex, RM15 4HL> 


Tel/fax 01708 868986 



Daniel Baker 
Sonnie Gibbard 
Robert Norwood 
George Wilson 

Apologies : 

Valdemar Kalinin 
Christine Etherington 
Patrice van Cleemput 


The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. 

2. Matters Arising 

2.1 Complaints 

There were 2 complaints received since the last AGM. A complaints panel, headed by Robert 
Norwood, sat to investigate the complaints and the panel's findings were as follows: 

Complaint No. 1 : It was the decision of the panel that the complaint was unfounded. The panel 
concluded that this was a matter of personal grievances and a clash of personalities between the 
two parties concerned. Both parties were informed, in writing, of the panel’s decision, including 
information about the right to appeal. 

Complaint No. 2 : The panel concluded that the complainee was mistaken in the assumptions made 
regarding The Gypsy Council, and the panel sent a gracious response. 

Daniel noted for the record his gratitude to Robert for his invaluable contribution to the complaints procedure 
and thanked him for all his hard work. 
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3.1 Sonnie Gibbard : Sonnie informed the meeting that he and Rosemary would be returning to Slovakia 
on 6 m May for 4 months. During this time, they were also hoping to visit India where “Church for 
Christ" is helping to fund the building of a new orphanage for Gypsy children. Rosemary will prepare 
a full report of their travels on her return. In Poland the church groups are flourishing. From their 
beginnings of only a handful of people attending, now over 300 attend each group - a very 
encouraging increase in numbers. Sonnie has also been making strong links with Gypsies in France 
and the USA and will be working on improving and building upon those links. 

3.2 Treasurer : The Annual Accounts had been audited, although the covering letter 
needs to be changed slightly to meet legal requirements. 
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been a guest speaker on many occasions and assumed that any "fee" had been sent directly to The 
Gypsy Council; when it was confirmed that no fees have ever been received, Sonnie stated that he 
would, in future, charge a specific fee to speak at conferences etc. and direct the bursar’s to send 
the fee to The Gypsy Council. 

Ann mentioned that, with the loss of Sheran, there was now only one signatory for cheques etc. This 
would need to be discussed at the Commissioners meeting following the AGM. 

3.3 Secretary : Ann reported that lots of positive things happening. The Eastern Region 

was working very well, with the report on Site Provision for the region to be published soon. 

However, at home it was felt that “new blood" was needed within the Gypsy Council to enable it to 
maintain and build upon the momentum it has recently regained following Charlie's passing. 
Membership is increasing but we need to seek members and commissioners who can make a 
significant contribution to the GC and who can bring additional skills that can be utilised. 

Disappointment was expressed at various issues concerning Dale Farm, the London Olympic sites 
and Brentwood. The Gypsy Council would continue to do all it could to support these issues. 

3.4 Chair : Daniel opened by saying what a great honour it has been over the last year 

to be the Chairman of The Gypsy Council. He was disappointed that other commitments prevented 
him from devoting more time to his role, but that some great work had been achieved, particularly in 
the area of promoting positive images of Gypsies through the medium or art. Daniel and other 
Gypsy artists have had shows in various galleries over the year, including the Novas gallery in 
London and is playing a lead role in a forthcoming exhibition in Venice. 

The Hub was going well, with great feedback from readers. However, we would like to see more 
contributions from members and will follow up those who responded in the Hub questionnaire 
indicating that they would be willing to write articles. When writing to Government departments, local 
government offices etc. a copy of the Hub is now enclosed in an effort to further increase circulation 
and subscriptions. 

Thomas mentioned Wakefield Prison were holding a "celebration" day for Gypsies & Travellers. 

Jane to get more details and look at the sending of information packs etc. if it wasn't possible for a 
GC member to attend personally. 

4. Election of Commissioners 

At this point in time one-third of commissioners, by law, had to step down and those members who are no 
longer commissioners are as follows: 

Veerendra Risha - withdrew because of other commitments 

Patrice van Cleemput - withdrew because of pressure of work 

Richard Sheridan - not informed of meeting in time 

Tom Sweeney - non-attendance due to pressing issues 

Christine Etherington - withdrew because of other commitments 

Two new commissioners were appointed: George Wilson, proposed by Ann Bagehot and seconded by 
Daniel Baker - unanimously agreed. Thomas Acton, proposed by Vera Norwood, seconded by Daniel Baker 
- unanimously agreed. (A list of commissioners can be found in the attached note of the Commissioners 
Meeting) 


Robert raised the issue of The Gypsy Council no longer having an active Patron, following the resignation of 
David Essex. He suggested approaching the Bishop of Southwark who is very committed to Human Rights 
issues, particularly in terms of Gypsies & Travellers. Approaching the Bishop of Southward was therefore 
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